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Here is the summary of today's proceedings in Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport 
Legislation Committee’s Estimates 

The committee met from 9.05am until 11.02pm 

The committee called: 

• the department and agencies of the Infrastructure and Regional Development portfolio, 
commencing with National Transport Commission. The other agencies called were 
Infrastructure Australia (IA), Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC), Civil Aviation 
Safety Authority (CASA), Airservices Australia, and Australian Maritime Safety 
Authority (AMSA). 
  

Due to the committee requiring additional time to examine particular areas within the 
portfolio, the committee resolved to release the following areas from giving evidence: 

• Office of Transport Security Division; 
• Australian Transport Safety Bureau; 
• Policy and Research Division; 
• Local Government and Territories Division;  
• Western Sydney Unit;  and 
• National Capital Authority.  

 
Some areas of interest that the committee covered included: 

• 25 per cent funding cut to Infrastructure Australia’s budget and the impact on projects as 
a result; 

• Infrastructure Australia’s role in the establishment of the department’s Infrastructure 
Australia Unit; 

• whether Infrastructure Australia has received peer review material on the Western 
Distributor from the Victorian Government; 

• whether it will be Australian steel used in rail-related infrastructure projects across 
Australia; 

• business case for the Tanami Road project and how it can contribute to Closing the Gap; 
• whether passenger transportation services is lower in ARTC’s business priorities as 

freight transportation constitutes the bulk of the ARTC’s business; 
• whether the Government intends to privatise the ARTC or Airservices Australia; 



 

• survey undertaken on community feedback on Western Sydney Airport, with a sample 
size of 500 and a 4 per cent margin of error; 

• the definition of a regional and an international airport;  
• Ministers’ allocation of responsibilities covered in Outcomes 1 and 2 by programs and 

issues;  
• whether the report produced by Thomson Clarke to assess seafarers’ training and skills 

will be made public; 
• CASA’s role in providing advice on public safety zones at the end of runways; 
• Australia’s participation in the international carbon offset reduction scheme;  
• measures taken by Airservices Australia to monitor noise nuisance; and 
• Airservices Australia’s Accelerate program and the number of air traffic controllers. 
 


